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Hope  Chambers,  Ottawa, 
September  2,  1914. 

The  Rev.  R.  A.  Falconer,  C.  M.  0.,  Litt.  D., 

President , 

Toronto  University,  Toronto. 


Dear  Sir: 


It  has  been  necessary,  on  account  of  the  war,  to  suspend 
active  operations  toward  the  holding  of  a  celebration  next  year 
of  the  Hundred  Years  of  Peace  betvsreen  the  British  Empire  and  the 
United  States.  A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Peace  Centenary  Association  was  held  August  19th  in  order  to 
determine  the  future  course  of  the  movement  in  Canada  and  the 
following  resolution  was  passed:- 

"That  the  Association  desires  to  record  its  opinion 
that,  notwithstanding  the  present  war  there  should  be  an 
appropriate  celebration  commemorative  of  the  Hundred  Years 
of  Pe8.ce  between  the  British  Empire  and  the  United  States. 

The  Association  recognizes,  however,  that  having  regard 
for  the  very  serious  nature  of  events  arising  out  of  the 
w^ar,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  attempt,  at  present,  defin¬ 
ite  arrangements  as  to  time  and  place  for  a  celebration  of 
an  international  character.  With  this  exception  it  is  de¬ 
cided  that  the  Association  proceed  with  its  educational  and 
other  work  as  far  as  may  be  possible.” 

The  Prime  Minister,  Sir  Robert  Borden,  and  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  Sir  Vtllfrfcd  Lauriej-,  both  wrote  expressing 
their  views  on  the  situation.  Sir  Robert  said:- 

”I  cannot,  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  without  re¬ 
peating  what  I  more  than  once  have  said  in  my  place  in  Par¬ 
liament.  The  pro.ject  of  marking  in  an  appropriate  manner 
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the  completion  of  a  century  of  peace  between  the  British 
Empire  and  the  United  States  ought  surely  to  command  the 
widest  sympathy.  That  terrible  storm  of  war,  now  sweeping 
Europe,  the  ravages  of  which  reach  even  to  the  shores  of  this 
continent,  brings  into  clearer  relief  the  mors  excellent  way 
which  these  two  great  powers  have  found  and  follov/ed.  It  is 
no  small  triumph  of  civilization  that  these  two  neighbouring 
nations  have  been  able  so  long  to  live  side  by  side  v/ithout 
recourse  to  the  ai*bi tram.ent  of  war,  and  to  adjust  their  diff¬ 
erences  by  the  exercise  of  reason  and  moderation,  powerfully 
seconded  as  these  admirable  qualities  have  been  by  the  growing 
good  feeling  between  the  people  of  our  Empire  and  the  Great 
Republic.  When  tidings  reach  us  of  devasted  fields  and  ruined 
towns  in  other  lands,  our  hearts  must  be  uplifted  in  thank¬ 
fulness  that  on  this  continent  we  have  been  spared  those  dis¬ 
tressing  conflicts.  The  proposal  to  mark  in  some  public  way 
our  gratitude  for  this  great  blessing  has  seemed  to  me  from 
the  beginning  to  be  eminently  appropriate  and  worthy  of  en¬ 
couragement.  •* 

Sir  Wilfred  said;- 

am  certainly  of  the  opinion  that  the  celebration 
should  not  be  interfered  with  by  the  war.  On  the  contrary, 
at  this  moment  more  than  ever  it  would  be  advisable  that  the 
American  people  and  the  Canadian  people  should  give  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  the  world  of  their  unflinching  and  determined  desire 
to  maintain  peace.” 

I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  would  favour  me  with 
your  views  as  to  what  should  be  done  under  the  circumstances. 

Yours  faithfully. 


Organizing  Sfi.cretary 


Sept<?>Ti3^r  l2tn;  iSl4 


f'.  B.  Scan-tiell,  fsa.', 

Fete  Cnatrcers:,  Ottawa. 

\ 

Dear  Sir': 

'I  aJree  witn  the  resolutlOD  of  the  iixecut-ive  Corrirlttee  of 
the  Canadian  Peace  CentsEar:^  Association  that  though  it  iray.be  necessary 
to  pcstpene  tne  celebrations  ccanerrorat in?  the  hunarea  years  or  neace 
that  tne  association  snould  proceed  with  its  educatiohal  and  otner  work  as 
nay  he. 

Yours  sincerely; 


Fresiaent. 


